
Mixed-Number Names
Give students a mixed number such as 3 [image: image2.png]


.  Their task is to find a single fraction that names the same amount.  They may use familiar materials or make drawings, but they must be able to give an explanation for their result.

Similarly, have students start with a fraction greater than 1, such as [image: image4.png]


, and have them determine the mixed number and provide a justification for their result.

Repeat the “Mixed-Number Names” task several times with different fractions.

After a while, challenge students to figure out the new fraction name without the use of models.  

There is absolutely no reason ever to provide a rule about multiply the whole number by the bottom number and adding the top number. Nor should students need a rule about dividing the bottom number into the top to convert fractions to mixed numbers.  These rules will readily be developed by the students but in their own words and with complete understanding.  (Van de Walle, Lovin, 2006, p. 69)
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